
READY FOR BOARDS
BY  R E A DY  F O R  E X A M  ·  1 0 T H  &  1 2 T H  B O A R D

E X A M  P R E P

FOR PARENTS CBSE CLASS 10

CH 1
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The Rise of Nationalism in Europe (History)
A 1-page guide for parents · 90-second read.

E X P E C T E D  M A R K S

A well-prepared student

should score 7-8 out of 8

on this chapter's

questions, including the

map mark. Below 4

usually means the two

unification stories were

never separated and

memorised

T I M E  T O  M A S T E R

7-9 hrs

H E L P L I N E

70330 05444

W H A T  T H I S  C H A P T E R  I S ,  I N  P L A I N  E N G L I S H

Your child is studying how, across the nineteenth century, the idea of the 'nation' — a people

sharing a common identity, governed by themselves rather than by a foreign king — took hold in

Europe and reshaped the map. The chapter explains where the idea came from (the French

Revolution of 1789), how Napoleon spread its reforms, how the old kings tried to crush it at the

Congress of Vienna in 1815, and how revolutionaries (Mazzini), thinkers and poets (the

Romantics), and finally hard-headed statesmen (Cavour and Garibaldi in Italy, Bismarck in

Germany) turned the idea into real nation-states — Italy by about 1861 and Germany in 1871. It

ends with a warning: by 1900 nationalism had turned aggressive and helped lead Europe into the

First World War. This is one of the most heavily-weighted History chapters of Class 10, usually

6-8 marks, and it always carries a map question.

5  Q U E S T I O N S  T O  A S K  Y O U R  C H I L D

Who unified Germany and who helped

unify Italy — and don't mix them up!

In which year and at which palace was the

German Emperor proclaimed?

What was the Congress of Vienna and

what was it trying to do?

What was the Zollverein — and was it a

political or an economic union?

Who were Marianne and Germania, and

why were they painted as women?

W E A K - S P O T  I N D I C A T O R S

Swaps the leaders — says Garibaldi unified

Germany or Bismarck unified Italy.

Cannot place the key years in order (mixes

1815, 1848, 1861, 1871).

Thinks the Zollverein (1834) was a political

state rather than a customs union.

Cannot mark Italy's or Germany's

unification on a blank map — losing easy

map marks.

W H E N  T O  W O R R Y  —  A N D  W H AT  T O  D O

If your child cannot WRITE OUT (not just recognise) the German unification process and the

Italian unification process as two separate dated sequences, they will lose 5 marks on the most
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common long answer. The fix is a daily 10-minute 'sequence and map' drill, NOT re-reading the

whole chapter.
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