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GEOGRAPHY - CHAPTER 1

Geography as a Discipline

A T-page guide for parents - 90-second read.

EXPECTED MARKS TIME TO MASTER HELPLINE

6 marks 4-6 hrs 70330 05444

WHAT THIS CHAPTER IS, IN PLAIN ENGLISH

This is the very first chapter of Class 11 Geography, and it is about WHAT geography actually is
as a subject — not facts about places, but the way of thinking. Your child is learning that
geography studies WHERE things are on the earth, WHY they are there, and HOW the natural
world (mountains, climate, rivers) and the human world (people, cities, economies) shape each
other. They learn the two great ways of studying it — studying one topic across the whole world
(the 'systematic' way, founded by Humboldt) versus studying one region completely (the 'regional’
way, founded by Ritter) — and the branches of the subject. It is a short, conceptual chapter
worth about 4-6 marks, and it sets up the entire year.

5 QUESTIONS TO ASK YOUR CHILD WEAK-SPOT INDICATORS

- In one sentence, what is geography - Thinks geography is only about memorising
actually about? capitals, rivers and mountains.

- What are the four questions a geographer - Reverses the two founders (says Humboldt
asks about anything? did 'regional’ or Ritter did 'systematic').

- Who founded the systematic approach and - Cannot name the four sub-branches of
who founded the regional approach — and physical geography.
what is the difference? . Treats physical and human geography as

- What are the three main branches of two unrelated subjects instead of one
geography? integrated discipline.

- Why do we say geography is BOTH a
natural science and a social science?

WHEN TO WORRY — AND WHAT TO DO

Because this chapter is conceptual, students who only 'read' it often cannot WRITE a structured
5-mark answer. If your child can recognise the terms but cannot produce a definition +
classification + example answer in 6-7 minutes, they will lose the long-answer marks. The fix is
writing 2-3 model answers out by hand, not re-reading.
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