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E X P E C T E D  M A R K S

A well-prepared student

should score 7-8 out of 8

on this chapter's

questions. Below 4

usually means the link

between writing, the

temple and city life was

never understood as one

connected system.
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W H A T  T H I S  C H A P T E R  I S ,  I N  P L A I N  E N G L I S H

Your child is studying one of the world's first urban civilisations — Mesopotamia, 'the land

between the rivers' (the Euphrates and the Tigris, in modern Iraq), which flourished from roughly

5,000 years ago. The chapter explains what makes a settlement a true CITY (not just its size, but

the fact that people do specialised work and depend on one another — some farm, some are

craftsmen, traders, priests or officials), why the world's earliest WRITING was invented there

around 3200 BCE (to keep records of goods and taxes for the temple-run economy, NOT to write

stories), and how the Mesopotamians left the modern world lasting gifts — the very idea of

writing, our 60-minute hour and 360-degree circle, early astronomy, and the world's oldest long

poem, the Epic of Gilgamesh. It is one of the foundation chapters of Class 11 History and usually

carries 6-8 marks.

5  Q U E S T I O N S  T O  A S K  Y O U R  C H I L D

What does the word 'Mesopotamia' actually

mean, and between which two rivers did it

lie?

Why did writing first develop there — was

it for stories, or for something else?

What is cuneiform, and what was it written

on?

What makes a settlement a 'city' rather

than just a big village?

Name two things Mesopotamia gave the

modern world that we still use today.

W E A K - S P O T  I N D I C A T O R S

Thinks Mesopotamia is a single country like

Egypt, rather than a region between two

rivers.

Believes writing was invented to write

poems and stories (it began for record-

keeping).

Defines a 'city' only by its large size,

missing the idea of specialisation and

division of labour.

Confuses the ziggurat (a temple-tower)

with the Egyptian pyramid (a royal tomb).

W H E N  T O  W O R R Y  —  A N D  W H AT  T O  D O

If your child cannot explain in their own words WHY writing developed (to record the goods of

the temple-city economy) and WHAT makes a settlement a city (specialisation, not size), they will
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lose 4-5 marks on the two most common long-answer questions. The fix is a daily 10-minute

recall of the 'writing story' and the 'city = specialisation' idea, NOT re-reading the whole chapter.

+91 70330 05444  ·  readyforboards.com  ·  Boards prep that builds confidence, not

anxiety. 

READY FOR BOARDS · Boards prep that builds confidence, not anxiety. FOR PARENTS · readyforboards.com


