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W H A T  T H I S  C H A P T E R  I S ,  I N  P L A I N  E N G L I S H

This chapter teaches your child two big, linked ideas. First, CULTURE — which to a sociologist

means the WHOLE way of life of a people: not just art and festivals, but their ideas, values,

language, customs AND the physical things they make (tools, buildings, clothes). Your child learns

that culture is LEARNED (not in our genes), SHARED, and passed down the generations. They

also meet useful terms: ethnocentrism (judging others by our own culture's yardstick), cultural

relativism (understanding a culture on its own terms), culture shock, and 'cultural lag' (technology

racing ahead of the laws and values meant to govern it). Second, SOCIALISATION — the lifelong

process by which a person learns their culture and becomes a member of society, through the

family, school, friends and the media. It is a definition-heavy, conceptual chapter — there are no

numbers, but precise wording and clear examples matter a great deal.

5  Q U E S T I O N S  T O  A S K  Y O U R  C H I L D

What is the difference between material

and non-material culture? Give me an

example of each.

What does 'cultural lag' mean, and who

gave the idea?

How are ethnocentrism and cultural

relativism opposite ideas?

What is socialisation, and which four

agencies carry it out?

What is the difference between primary

and secondary socialisation?

W E A K - S P O T  I N D I C A T O R S

Mixes up ethnocentrism and cultural

relativism (the most common error here).

Thinks culture means only customs and

festivals, leaving out material objects.

Cannot name W. F. Ogburn or explain

cultural lag as an uneven PACE of change.

Believes socialisation 'finishes' in childhood,

missing that it is lifelong.

W H E N  T O  W O R R Y  —  A N D  W H AT  T O  D O

These concepts recur throughout the Sociology course, so weakness here cascades. If your child

cannot, in their OWN words, tell ethnocentrism from cultural relativism, distinguish material from

non-material culture, and explain socialisation with its agencies, they will struggle later. The fix is

not re-reading but APPLYING each idea to everyday examples — a new gadget and the rules

lagging behind it, a custom from another community, how they themselves were shaped by

family, school and friends.
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