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T O D AY ' S  M I S S I O N

Today's Mission



R E A DY  F O R  B O A R D S
CBSE 2027  ·  Sociology Cl-11  ·  Class 11

readyforboards.com 3

W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S

Why Method Matters
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T O P I C

What You Already Know (Pre-flight)
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T O P I C

A
Part A — Why
Methods?
Objectivity,
Reflexivity,
Values
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T O P I C

The Three Anchors of Scientific Sociology

P O I N T  1 P O I N T  2 P O I N T  3
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W O R K E D  E X A M P L E

Indian Fieldwork — The Founding Timeline

1928

G.S. Ghurye returns
from Cambridge,
founds Bombay

Sociology Dept —
first systematic
Indian sociology

1932

Ghurye publishes
'Caste and Race in

India' — caste enters
academic study

1948

M.N. Srinivas begins
fieldwork in

Rampura village,
Mysore

1953

Irawati Karve
publishes 'Kinship

Organisation in
India' — first all-India

kinship map

1955

Srinivas publishes
Coorgs study;

'Sanskritisation'
enters the lexicon

1960s

A.R. Desai develops
Marxist rural

sociology — 'Social
Background of

Indian Nationalism'

1980s

Subaltern Studies
turn — history/
sociology from

below (Ranajit Guha)

1990s+

Feminist methods +
action research —
researcher as ally,
not just observer
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T RY  I T   ·   S O LV E  B E F O R E  YO U  P E E K

Quick Test — 60 seconds

Work it out before you flip the answer.

S O L U T I O N

ANSWER  M.N. Srinivas
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T O P I C

Quantitative vs Qualitative — Side by Side
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T O P I C

Where Bias Sneaks In

P O I N T  1 P O I N T  2 P O I N T  3
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T O P I C

B
Part B — Field
Methods:
Participant
Observation
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W O R K E D  E X A M P L E

Malinowski in the Trobriand Islands (1915-1918)

1 STAYED LONG — 4 years; not a 2-week visit. Long enough to see seasonal rhythms.

2 LEARNT THE LANGUAGE — collected data in Kiriwina, not via interpreter.

3 DAILY FIELD NOTES — recorded mundane and ceremonial events the same evening.

4 TRIANGULATED INFORMANTS — cross-checked one elder's story against another's.

5 REFLEXIVE DIARY — separately recorded his own emotions, frustrations, biases (published posthumously,

controversially).
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T O P P E R  T E M P L AT E   ·   M A R K- B Y- M A R K

Topper's 5-Mark Answer — Participant
Observation
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T O P I C

Strengths & Limits of Participant Observation

POINT 1 POINT 2 POINT 3 POINT 4
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T RY  I T   ·   S O LV E  B E F O R E  YO U  P E E K

Spot the Method — 90 seconds

Work it out before you flip the answer.

S O L U T I O N

ANSWER  Participant observation — Srinivas/Karve
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T O P I C

C
Part C —
Surveys,
Interviews, and
Sampling
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T O P I C

The Survey Method

P O I N T  1 P O I N T  2 P O I N T  3
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T O P I C

Sampling Techniques — Choose Wisely
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T O P I C

Interviews — The Three Modes

P O I N T  1 P O I N T  2 P O I N T  3
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T O P I C

The Three Ethical Pillars (Memorise)
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M A R K S  D I S T R I B U T I O N

Sub-topic Weight in Board Papers (2018-2025
trend)
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P YQ  PAT T E R N S

Top 5 PYQ Patterns
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P YQ  PAT T E R N S

Top PYQ patterns to drill

#1 Define participant observation + give one example (6 marks) 32%

#2 Quantitative vs Qualitative distinguish (4
marks) — 24%

#3 Survey method
features OR

sampling types
(6 marks) — 18%

#4 Objectivity / value-neutrality (Weber) (4 marks) 14%

#5 Ethics in social research (4 marks) 12%
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R E C A P   ·   M E M O R I S E  T H E S E

Chapter in One Breath
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W H AT ' S  N E X T

What's Next — Chapter 6

→
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