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Indian society.
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T O D A Y ' S  M I S S I O N

Today's mission

1 Define the sociological imagination + apply with 3 examples.

2 Discuss 5 dimensions of colonial impact on Indian society.

3 Describe 6 dimensions of diversity with specific numbers.

4 Score 6/7 marks on this chapter's slice.
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S

Why this chapter matters

1 5-7 marks every CBSE board paper. Foundation of the textbook.

2 Develops the sociological lens used throughout Class 12 + life beyond school.

3 Builds appreciation for India's diversity + understanding of how colonialism shapes the present.



R E A D Y  F O R  B O A R D S
CBSE 2027  ·  Sociology  · 
Class 12

4readyforboards.comA
T O P I C

A
The sociological
imagination
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T H E O R E M    ·    L O A D - B E A R I N G  R E S U LT

Sociological Imagination (C. Wright Mills, 1959)

" The sociological imagination is the ability to CONNECT PERSONAL TROUBLES to PUBLIC
ISSUES — to see the SOCIAL STRUCTURES behind individual experiences.

S T A T E M E N T

PERSONAL TROUBLE = an
individual's private difficulty (e.g.,
losing a job, struggling with
marriage). PUBLIC ISSUE = a
social structural problem affecting
many (e.g., 7% national
unemployment, rising divorce
rates due to economic stress).

W H Y  T H I S  M A T T E R S

Many problems look individual (I lost
my job

■

my exam went badly) but are really
PUBLIC (economic recession

■

overcrowded schools)■

W A T C H  O U T  F O R

N O T E  Don't confuse 'imagination' with
'imagining hypothetical things'. It's a way
of SEEING reality — seeing the social
structures behind individual lives.
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T O P I C

3 examples of sociological imagination at work

J O B  L O S S

Imagine an unemployed
factory worker thinking 'I
lost my job — I must not be
skilled enough.' This is the
PERSONAL TROUBLE
framing. The sociological
imagination connects this to
the PUBLIC ISSUE behind it:
a national unemployment
rate around 7%, automation
displacing manufacturing
labour, the relative decline
of organised-sector jobs in
favour of gig work, and the
absence of effective

FA I L I N G  A N  E X A M

A student who fails the
boards thinks 'I didn't study
enough' — the PERSONAL
frame. The SOCIOLOGICAL
frame asks: how many of
this student's classmates
also failed, and why?
Overcrowded government
schools with 1:60 teacher-
pupil ratios, deeply unequal
access to private coaching
(urban affluent students
spend lakhs while rural
students cannot), the
pervasive exam-stress

FA R M E R  S U I C I D E S

The horrifying phenomenon
of farmer suicides — over
11,000 per year in India
through the 2010s — could
be read as individual
depression alone. The
sociological imagination
insists on the public
dimensions: agricultural
distress driven by rising
input costs, shrinking
landholdings, and stagnant
minimum support prices;
debt traps from informal
lenders charging 60-100%

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

The sociological
imagination has three
practical consequences. (1)
EMPATHY — recognising
that an individual's troubles
are usually shared by many,
so the sufferer is neither
alone nor solely to blame.
(2) POLICY THINKING —
many problems that appear
personal (homelessness,
depression, family
breakdown) have structural
causes that require
collective solutions
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B
Diversity of Indian
society
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T O P I C

6 dimensions of Indian diversity

L I N G U I S T I C

India has 22 OFFICIAL
LANGUAGES enumerated in
the 8th Schedule of the
Constitution (originally 14 in
1950, expanded by the 71st,
92nd, and 96th
Amendments). Beyond
these, the 2011 census
recorded 1,652 MOTHER
TONGUES, of which 121
have more than 10,000
speakers. The major
language families are Indo-
Aryan (Hindi, Bengali,
Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi,

R E L I G I O U S

India is home to 8 MAJOR
RELIGIOUS communities:
Hindus (~79.8% per 2011
census), Muslims (~14.2%,
the world's largest Muslim
minority after Indonesia and
Pakistan), Christians
(~2.3%), Sikhs (~1.7%),
Buddhists (~0.7%), Jains
(~0.4%), Parsis/
Zoroastrians (~0.006%),
and adherents of various
tribal/folk religions. Three of
the world's major religions
(Hinduism, Buddhism,

C A S T E  +  C L A S S

CASTE refers to the system
of birth-determined social
groups organised through
the four-varna model
(Brahmin, Kshatriya,
Vaishya, Shudra) plus the
Dalit groups outside the
varnas, all divided into
thousands of locally-named
jatis and sub-castes. The
Constitution recognises
Scheduled Castes (SC
~16%), Scheduled Tribes
(ST ~8%), Other Backward
Classes (OBC ~52% per

R E G I O N A L  +  G E N D E R

REGIONAL diversity in India
is genuinely vast: the four
broad zones (North, South,
East, West) differ in cuisine,
costume, festival calendar,
family kinship system,
agricultural practice, and
political culture. Within
these, plains/hills, coastal/
inland, urban/rural further
subdivide. GENDER
inequality varies
dramatically across these
regions — Kerala has near-
universal female literacy
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C
Colonial impact —
comprehensive
transformation
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T H E O R E M    ·    L O A D - B E A R I N G  R E S U LT

Colonial Impact on Indian Society

" British colonialism (1757-1947) transformed Indian society COMPREHENSIVELY —
economically, administratively, socially, educationally, and psychologically. The transformation
persists into the modern Indian state.

S T A T E M E N T

Five dimensions of impact: (1)
ECONOMIC — deindustrialisation,
drain of wealth, agrarian distress,
famines. (2) ADMINISTRATIVE —
English as official language, British
legal system (IPC 1860), civil
services. (3) SOCIAL — census
codified caste + religious

W H Y  T H I S  M A T T E R S

Modern Indian state institutions (civil
service, legal system, English in higher
education, census categories) all trace
to colonial origins

■

Understanding this is essential to
understanding why India looks the way
it does today.

■

W A T C H  O U T  F O R

N O T E  Don't reduce colonialism to
ECONOMIC impact alone. It was a
comprehensive social transformation. The
census codification of caste is particularly
important — pre-colonial caste was fluid,
locally varied; census made it
standardised.
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W O R K E D  E X A M P L E

5 dimensions of impact

1 ECONOMIC: Deindustrialisation (Indian handicrafts destroyed). Drain of wealth (Naoroji's theory). Zamindari extraction.
Agricultural commercialisation forcing cash crops over food → famines. Result: India in 1947 was a low-income, agrarian economy.

2 ADMINISTRATIVE: ENGLISH became medium of administration. British legal system (Indian Penal Code 1860, civil + criminal
procedures) replaced indigenous justice. CIVIL SERVICES (later IAS) created. Persist today.

3 SOCIAL: CENSUS (1871+) CODIFIED caste + religion as fixed identities. Pre-colonial caste was fluid + locally varied; census made
it standardised. Religious categorisation (Hindu/Muslim/Christian) hardened communal boundaries.

4 EDUCATIONAL: MACAULAY'S MINUTE (1835) introduced English-medium schools for elites. Created English-speaking class as
cultural brokers. Indian languages + traditional knowledge marginalised.

5 PSYCHOLOGICAL: Generated SENSE OF INFERIORITY in some + ANGLICISATION among elites. Decolonisation of mind continues
today.
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D
Nation-state
formation
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T O P I C

Modern India — forged in 1947

C O N S T R U C T E D,  N OT  A N C I E N T

India as a UNIFIED
MODERN NATION-STATE
was constructed in 1947,
not inherited from antiquity.
While there are millennia of
CIVILISATIONAL continuity
(Hindu thought, Sanskrit,
the great epics, regional
kingdoms), there was never
before 1947 a single
sovereign polity over the
present territory — the
Mauryan and Mughal
empires came closest but
never controlled the south

C O N S T I T U T I O N  +  VA L U E S

The Indian CONSTITUTION
came into force on 26
January 1950 — making
India the world's largest
democratic republic. Its
Preamble describes the
polity as SOVEREIGN,
SOCIALIST, SECULAR,
DEMOCRATIC, REPUBLIC
(the words 'socialist' and
'secular' added by the 42nd
Amendment in 1976 during
the Emergency). It
guarantees FUNDAMENTAL
RIGHTS (equality, freedom,

C H A L L E N G E S

Managing INDIA as a single
polity poses unprecedented
challenges: 22 official
languages, 8 major
religions, thousands of
castes, dramatic regional
differences in development,
literacy, gender ratio, and
wealth. The institutional
answers built into the Indian
state include: FEDERALISM
(Centre and states share
powers, with 28 states and
8 UTs); RESERVATIONS for
SC, ST, OBC in education,

I N D I A N  S O C I O L O GY ' S  R O L E

Indian sociology developed
DISTINCTIVE concepts
because the imported
European frameworks
(Marx, Weber, Durkheim)
could not adequately
explain Indian society's
defining features — caste,
joint family, religious
pluralism, village
community, ritual purity-
pollution. The early
generation of Indian
sociologists (G.S. Ghurye,
M.N. Srinivas, Andre
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E
Key Indian
sociologists
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T O P I C

Founding figures of Indian sociology

G . S .  G H U RY E  ( 1 8 9 3 - 1 9 8 3 )

G.S. GHURYE is often called
the 'FATHER OF INDIAN
SOCIOLOGY'. After a PhD at
Cambridge under W.H.R.
Rivers, he founded the
SOCIOLOGY DEPARTMENT
at Bombay University in
1924 — India's second after
Calcutta and the most
influential for decades. He
published extensively on
CASTE AND RACE (1932 —
the classic theoretical
statement on caste),
TRIBES, kinship, religion,

M . N .  S R I N I VA S  ( 1 9 1 6 - 1 9 9 9 )

M.N. SRINIVAS is the most
internationally influential
Indian sociologist. His PhD
fieldwork in a Mysore
village ('Rampura') in
1947-48 led to two
concepts that reshaped the
field. (1) SANSKRITISATION
— the process by which
'lower' castes try to raise
their status by adopting
customs, rituals, ideology,
and lifestyle of higher
castes (vegetarianism,
sacred thread, etc.). (2)

A N D R E  B E T E I L L E

ANDRE BETEILLE (b. 1934)
studied at Delhi's
Presidency College and
Oxford, then taught at Delhi
University. His doctoral
fieldwork in a Tanjore
village led to 'Caste, Class
and Power' (1965) — a
landmark argument that in
modern South India,
CASTE, CLASS, and
POLITICAL POWER are
partially DECOUPLING: a
high-caste Brahmin can be
poor and powerless while a

A . R .  D E S A I

A.R. DESAI (1915-1994) was
a MARXIST sociologist who
broke from the Ghurye-
Srinivas tradition by
analysing Indian society
through a CLASS LENS. His
doctoral thesis (under
Ghurye himself), published
as 'SOCIAL BACKGROUND
OF INDIAN NATIONALISM'
(1948), argued that the
Indian national movement
was driven by the rising
INDIAN BOURGEOISIE —
landed gentry, industrialists,
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T O P I C

Sociological imagination

T R A P  →  T R U T H

✗ MISTAKE The sociological imagination means imagining hypothetical societies.

✓ CORRECT Sociological imagination (C. Wright Mills, 1959) = the ability to CONNECT PERSONAL TROUBLES
(e.g., job loss) to PUBLIC ISSUES (e.g., economic recession, structural unemployment). It's about seeing the
SOCIAL STRUCTURES behind individual experiences — NOT imagining things.
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T O P I C

India as homogeneous

T R A P  →  T R U T H

✗ MISTAKE Indian society is one homogeneous Hindu society.

✓ CORRECT India is one of the world's MOST DIVERSE societies — 22 official languages + 200+ unofficial, 8
major religions, thousands of castes + sub-castes, vast regional variations, multiple class categories. Treating
India as homogeneous misses what makes Indian sociology distinctive.
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T O P I C

Colonialism = only economic

T R A P  →  T R U T H

✗ MISTAKE British colonialism only affected the Indian economy.

✓ CORRECT Colonialism's impact was COMPREHENSIVE — economic (deindustrialisation, drain of wealth),
administrative (English language, British legal system, civil services, census), social (codification of caste in
census, religious categorisation), educational (Macaulay's 1835 minute, English-medium schools for elites),
psychological (sense of inferiority, anglicisation). India's CURRENT institutions still carry colonial DNA.
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T O P I C

Indian sociology = Western sociology applied

T R A P  →  T R U T H

✗ MISTAKE Indian sociology is just Western sociology applied to India.

✓ CORRECT Indian sociology developed DISTINCTIVE concepts because Indian society has features (caste
system, joint family, religious pluralism, village community) that Western frameworks could not fully explain.
Sociologists like M.N. Srinivas ('Sanskritisation', 'dominant caste'), G.S. Ghurye, Andre Beteille developed
Indian-specific concepts.
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T O P I C

Nation-state = ancient India

T R A P  →  T R U T H

✗ MISTAKE India's nation-state has always existed.

✓ CORRECT The MODERN nation-state of India was forged from a colonial entity in 1947 — drawing on ancient
civilisational continuities but constructed as a NEW POLITY (Constitution, secular state, citizenship, federalism).
'India' as a unified nation-state is a 20th-century creation, not an ancient one.
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T O P P E R  T E M P L AT E  ·  M A R K - B Y - M A R K

5-mark: 'Explain the sociological imagination with examples.'

1 DEFINE
1 m

The SOCIOLOGICAL IMAGINATION is C. Wright Mills's (1959) concept describing the ability to CONNECT
PERSONAL TROUBLES to PUBLIC ISSUES — to see the SOCIAL STRUCTURES behind individual experiences.

2 PERSONAL TROUBLE VS
PUBLIC ISSUE

1.5 m

PERSONAL TROUBLE = an individual's private difficulty (e.g., I lost my job, my marriage is unhappy). PUBLIC
ISSUE = a social structural problem affecting many (e.g., 7% national unemployment, divorce rates rising due to
economic stress). Sociological imagination connects the two: my job loss is part of a larger economic recession
affecting millions.

3 EXAMPLES + WHY IT
MATTERS

1.5 m

Example 1: A student fails an exam. Personal trouble (effort, study habits)? OR public issue (overcrowded schools,
inequalities in coaching access, exam stress culture)? Both. Example 2: A homemaker is unhappy. Personal
trouble? OR public issue (patriarchy, unpaid labour expectations, lack of social support)? Connection is crucial.
Example 3: Farmer suicides. Individual depression? Or systemic agricultural distress + debt traps + climate stress?
Sociological imagination reveals the social structure.

4 SIGNIFICANCE
1 m

Develops EMPATHY (private experiences are connected to social patterns); enables POLICY THINKING (problems
require collective solutions, not just individual fixes); is the CORE SKILL of sociology — distinguishes sociological
thinking from individual psychology.



R E A D Y  F O R  B O A R D S
CBSE 2027  ·  Sociology  · 
Class 12

readyforboards.com 22

T O P P E R  T E M P L AT E  ·  M A R K - B Y - M A R K

5-mark: 'Discuss the impact of colonialism on Indian society.'

1 SCOPE OF IMPACT
1 m

British colonialism (1757-1947) transformed Indian society COMPREHENSIVELY. Five major impacts:

2 ECONOMIC IMPACT
1 m

DEINDUSTRIALISATION (handicrafts destroyed, India turned into raw-material supplier + market for British goods);
DRAIN OF WEALTH (Dadabhai Naoroji's term); ZAMINDARI extraction; agricultural commercialisation forcing cash
crops over food → famines. Result: India entered 1947 as a low-income, agrarian economy.

3 ADMINISTRATIVE + LEGAL
IMPACT

1 m

ENGLISH became the medium of administration. British legal system (Indian Penal Code 1860, civil + criminal
procedures) replaced indigenous justice. CIVIL SERVICES (later IAS) created. Many of these institutions persist
today — current Indian state has colonial DNA.

4 SOCIAL + IDENTITY IMPACT
1 m

CENSUS (1871 onwards) CODIFIED caste + religion as fixed identity categories. Pre-colonial caste was fluid +
locally varied; census made it standardised. Religious categorisation (Hindu / Muslim / Christian) hardened
communal boundaries. Joint family + caste networks were studied + transformed.

5 EDUCATIONAL +
PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT

1 m

MACAULAY'S MINUTE (1835) — English-medium schools for elites. Created an English-speaking class as cultural
brokers. Generated SENSE OF INFERIORITY in some + ANGLICISATION among elites. Indian languages +
traditional knowledge marginalised. The decolonisation of mind continues today.
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T O P P E R  T E M P L AT E  ·  M A R K - B Y - M A R K

5-mark: 'Describe the dimensions of diversity in Indian
society.'

1 LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY
1 m

22 official languages (Constitution's 8th Schedule). 1,652 mother tongues (Census). Major: Hindi, English, Bengali,
Telugu, Tamil, Marathi, Urdu, Gujarati. Linguistic identity = major political organising principle (1956 state
reorganisation along linguistic lines).

2 RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY
1 m

8 major religions: Hindu (~80%), Muslim (~14%), Christian, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi/Zoroastrian, others. Indian
Constitution: SECULAR state (Preamble + Articles 25-28). Religion is both private practice + public identity.

3 CASTE + CLASS DIVERSITY
1 m

CASTE: 4 varnas + thousands of jatis + sub-castes. Schedule Castes (Dalits), Scheduled Tribes (Adivasis), Other
Backward Classes (OBCs), General Category. CLASS: industrial workers, agricultural labourers, peasants, urban
middle class, bourgeoisie. Caste + class intersect — caste shapes class but not identical.

4 REGIONAL + GENDER
DIVERSITY

1 m

REGIONAL: North vs South, East vs West, plains vs hills, coastal vs inland — each with distinct customs, cuisines,
dress, festivals. GENDER: women's status varies hugely by region + religion + caste + class — Kerala vs Bihar,
urban vs rural. Tribal communities often have different gender norms.

5 CONCLUSION
1 m

India is one of the world's MOST DIVERSE societies. Diversity is both a source of strength (cultural richness) and
challenge (managing pluralism, preventing communal/caste conflict). Indian Constitution explicitly recognises this
through federalism, secularism, reservations, and language policy.
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P Y Q  PAT T E R N S

Top PYQ patterns to drill

#1 Explain the sociological imagination with examples. (5 marks) Annual

#2 Discuss the impact of colonialism on Indian society. (5 marks) Annual

#3 Describe the various dimensions of diversity in Indian society. (5 marks) Most years

#4 Why is the study of Indian society important? (3 marks) 2018, 2020, 2022

#5 Name 3 Indian sociologists with their key contributions. (3 marks) 2019, 2021, 2023
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M A R K S  D I S T R I B U T I O N

10-year marks distribution

1 0 - Y E A R  P Y Q  M A R K S  D I S T R I B U T I O N

Sociological imagination (Mills) — personal to
social

24%

Diversity of Indian society (linguistic, religious,
caste, class)

22%

Colonial impact on Indian society 28%

Nation-state formation in India 14%

Why study Indian society 12%

Key Indian sociologists + contributions 16%



R E A D Y  F O R  B O A R D S
CBSE 2027  ·  Sociology  · 
Class 12

readyforboards.com 26

R E C A P    ·    M E M O R I S E  T H E S E

Recap

1 Sociological imagination
— Mills (1959). Connect
personal troubles to
public issues. Core
sociological skill.

2 Diversity — 6
dimensions: linguistic +
religious + caste + class
+ regional + gender.
India is one of world's
most diverse societies.

3 Colonialism + nation —
Comprehensive impact:
economic +
administrative + social +
educational +
psychological. Modern
Indian state forged in
1947 from this
inheritance.
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W H AT ' S  N E X T

What's next

→ Chapter 2 — The Demographic Structure of Indian Society.→

Sit the 15-MCQ Quick Drill.→

Then the full Board-Pattern Paper — 25 marks.→



You've mastered the introduction to
Indian society.
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