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SOCIOLOGY - CHAPTER 1

Introducing Indian Society

A 1-page guide for parents - 90-second read.

EXPECTED MARKS TIME TO MASTER HELPLINE
5-6 out of 7. Below 4 means 8-10 hrs 70330 05444
foundational concepts (Mills,
colonial impact, diversity)
aren't clear.

WHAT THIS CHAPTER IS, IN PLAIN ENGLISH

Your child is learning to STUDY INDIAN SOCIETY systematically using sociological tools. They learn (1) the
sociological imagination — the skill of connecting personal experiences to social structures (e.g.,
unemployment isn't just a personal failure; it's a public issue), (2) the many dimensions of Indian diversity (22
languages, 8 religions, thousands of castes, varied regions, gender variations), (3) how British colonialism
(1757-1947) transformed Indian society — not just economically but administratively, socially, educationally, and
psychologically, and (4) how the modern Indian nation-state was forged from this colonial inheritance.

5 QUESTIONS TO ASK YOUR CHILD WEAK-SPOT INDICATORS

« What is the sociological imagination? Give an « Treats sociological imagination as 'imagining
example. society'.

+ Discuss the impact of colonialism on Indian + Cannot cite Mills (1959) as the originator.
society.

* Reduces colonialism to economic impact only.

» Name three Indian sociologists and one
contribution each.

* Mixes up Srinivas's concepts (Sanskritisation vs
dominant caste).
« Why is studying Indian society important?

WHEN TO WORRY — AND WHAT TO DO

Sociology Ch 1 is conceptual + analytical. Students fail by memorising definitions without connecting them.
Practice writing 5-mark answers with concrete examples.
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